IMACC Board Meeting
Prairie State College

Saturday, October 14, 2017

Present:
Officers:

Steve Kifowit - President, Paul McCombs – Past President, Sunil Koswatta - President Elect,
Natalie McGathey – Treasurer, and Amy Frankel - Secretary

Board Members:

Linda Blanco, Chris Riola, Jeremy McClure, Dan Kernler, Jennifer Watkins, Kyra Rider, Rodger
Hergert

Guests:

Diane Koenig, Kathy Almay

I.
II.
III.
IV.

V.

Call to order
President, Steve Kifowit, called the meeting to order at 12:40 pm.
Roll Call and Introductions
Guest Speaker: Kathy Almy
Presentation on transitions competencies and policies. See handouts attached at end of minutes
Review and Approval of Minutes:
a.
Thursday 4/6/17: Dan Kernler makes a motion to approve, Pail McCombs seconded. Motion
unanimously carries.
b.
Friday 4/7/17: Paul McCombs makes a motion to approve, Linda Blanco seconded. Motion
carries unanimously.
Reports
a.
Scholarship Committee (Angie Gum – not present, Diane Koenig & Natalie McGathey)
Nothing to report because there were no applications. The deadline for 2018 is March 1st and
requirements are posted on the IMACC web site, which includes a flyer with tear-off tabs. Steve
Kifowit asked the scholarship committee chairs to check that the information about the scholarship on
the web site is accurate as this is a legal requirement to maintain 501(c)3 status.
b.
Placement and Assessment Committee (Beth Beno – not present, but reported by email)
Beth Beno's report: "I did a breakout session last year on the good, the bad, and the ugly of the new
placement tools that have been implemented in IL since the demise of Compass. At that time, there
was very little data available since most schools had used their new instrument for less than a year.
This was also a topic that Keven Hansen covered in the dept chairs meeting. Everyone seemed to
have the same complaints, but were trying to cope in different ways. Based on what the dept chairs
have to say in April, maybe another survey could be done in the fall of 2018 or spring of 2019. The
important thing is how students perform in their college-level course after having been placed by
Aleks, Accuplacer, etc. and it may still be too early for that data to be compiled in a significant way."
c.
Membership (Diane Koenig, Natalie McGathey)
There are currently 236 members (including lifetime members). 63 memberships expired in June and
have not been renewed. There are currently 83 lifetime members. 6 new members since 7/1/17.
Numbers are down. One explanation is that there was a spike in the 40th anniversary year, another is
changes to funding at member institutions, and there have been cuts in faculty positions at some
schools due to the budget crisis. It was recommended that an email be sent to those members that did
not renew and include two links: Renew Now, and Not Renewing. If they click “Not Renewing” it
would take them to a survey where they could indicate a reason why not. Dan Kernler noted that
renewing will by much easier when the new web site is up and running. Kyra Rider asked about
possibly looking at each of the schools and seeing if our decline matches the number of faculty
positions that were eliminated. A recommendation was made about adding a question on the
Institutional Membership Form about the number of FT faculty at that school. That way we’d have an
idea of the proportion of FT faculty at member institutions that are individual members. Steve
Kifowit and Dan Kernler commented that the committee bring up these ideas when it comes time to
update the web site and online membership renewal goes online.
Additional statistics from previous years:

d.
e.

f.

g.

h.

Lost members—Membership expired/Did not renew
2017-60 members (plus 3 with bad contact info)
2016 -4Zmembers (plus 4 with bad contact info)
2015-24 members (plus 1with bad contact info)
2014 - 20 members (plus 2 with bad contact info)
2013 - 20 members
2012 - 9 members (plus 1 with bad contact info)
2011-14 members
2010-23 members (plus 2 with bad contactinfo)
2004-2009 - 122 members (plus 4 with bad contact info)
New members
2017/2018 - 6 members
2016/2017 - 8 members
2015/2016 - 20 members
2014/2015 - 25 members
2013/2014 - 21 members
2012/2013 - 23 members
2011/2012 - 28 members
2010/2011 - 16 members
2009/2010 - 20 members
2008/2009 - 26 members
2007/2008 - 28 members
2006/2007 -18 members
Board members were asked to forward to Diane names of people on the list of schools with no
contact person. (List was passed around the room)
Constitution/Bylaws Committee (Paul McCombs)
Nothing to report – no changes.
Awards Committee (Deanna Welsch – not present)
Kyra Rider reported that Deanna posted on Facebook that the Teaching Excellence Award nominees
are due at the end of October.
Historian (Rodger Hergert)
Nothing to report. Steve Kifowit asked Rodger Hergert if he would be willing to take on the “Blue
Book” (History of the IMACC up through 1995). Rodger stated that his target is probably to update ir
for the 50th anniversary and will be starting on it soon.
Archivist (Tom Pulver – not present)
Steve Kifowit stated that Tom Pulver had taken boxes of documents to scan. Kyra and Rodger believe
Tom finished the project and it’s all on a Google Drive somewhere. Amy Frankel said that she would
contact Tom Pulver and have him call Steve Kifowit about the Archive. Steve Kifowit has boxes of
stuff – not sure what’s in them or what to do with them. Maybe have a summer Board retreat to go
through them. Sunil Koswatta asked whether or not we should fill this position since Tom Pulver has
retired and not the chair any longer. It was determined that right now is not the time, but will discuss
it again at a later date.
Communications (Diane Koenig, Kyra Rider)
The Math Connexion Report
The spring issue of the Math Connexion included three new components:
Something to Think About, Curriculum Corner, and Member Spotlight. These welcome
new additions to the newsletter were a result of a suggestion from current president
Steve Kifowit and certainly add to the substance of IMACC's newsletter.
Prior to the submission deadline an email was sent out to the IMACC membership
requesting reports or news from IMACC membership. This email resulted in a sizable
number of news items from IMACC members around the state. I would like to see this
process continue. The submission due dates are: October 15, January 15, and April 15.
The number and cost for the mailings run around 125 copies for a cost of around
$360.00.

VI.

Currently only the electronic copy contains all committees and their activities. Only selective
committees on the paper copy to save on expenses.
Diane Koenig stated that there is not currently anything on the paper form of the newsletter for people
to send in to change to the electronic format, but there is a check box on the membership form. Steve
Kifowit asked if the newsletter was still being sent to college Vice Presidents and contact persons?
Diane confirmed that this was still the case. It was suggested that a statement be added to the paper
copy that people had 1 year to contact Diane Koenign stating that they still wanted a paper copy,
otherwise they would get an electronic copy after that year. With regard to social media that has not
been much posting. A decision was not reached about whether or not there should be more.
i.
Treasurer’s Report (Natalie McGathey)
Natalie McGathey reported that not much has changed since April other than membership payments
coming in. One discrepancy that was noted by Natalie was the donations to the scholarship from
game night. She forgot to transfer from checking into savings of $689 until July. With regard to
finding other options for a CD, Natalie found one at Midland Bank and will transfer funds before the
next board meeting. Linda Blanco stated that $160 from t-shirt sales in 2016-17 should be moved to
the general scholarship fund. Steve Kifowit asked about monies from the conference. It still needs to
be determined if IMACC made any money from the conference. Steve also raised a question about
returned registration/fee checks that bounced. Natalie reported that the person/s have been contacted
and is waiting for a new check. Natalie would like to know if she should take any other action. Steve
said that in the past if after several communications there was no payment, then nothing happened and
it was just written off. The board discussed what should happen and concluded that if it doesn’t
cleared up, then the person cannot attend/register for another conference until payment is made.
j.
Budget Committee (Natalie McGathey)
Nothing to report. Budget is the same as it was in April.
k.
Curriculum Committee (Keven Hansen – not present)
No report.
l.
Nominations & Elections Committee (Sunil Koswatta)
The board discussed how to get more new people involved on the board and committees. One
possibility is having a virtual option for board meetings. May get more participation from Southern
colleges. Especially if there are a few from the Southern colleges – they could determine a place to all
meet and then participate with the main meeting virtually. This needs to be an ongoing discussion
about how to get new members of the board and committees.
m.
Publisher/Exhibitor Coordinator (Rodger Hergert)
Steve Kifowit reported Rodger will continue for now, but will need someone to take over duties next
year when Rodger takes over as conference coordinator. Send recommendations to Steve Kifowit. In
the mean time, Steve will start talking with folks who have shown interest in being involved.
n.
Conference Coordinator (Sunil Koswatta)
Sunil Koswatta recommended that the fee for 2018 remain the same as for 2017. Chris Riola
made a motion to keep registration fees the same as last year. Kyra Rider seconded. The motion
carried unanimously.
o.
Program Committee (Steve Kifowit)
Steve Kifowit reported that he is working on getting Keynote speakers, and has just started working
on session speakers. Would like input on discussion panels. The following were recommended:
Transition Math (PWR Act), Department Chairs, Birds of a Feather. Steve reported that he had asked
Keven Hansen about suggestions and Keven recommended a Legislative Update by either Emily or
Brian, and that there should be a Roundtable Discussion about the PWR Act.
p.
Webmaster (James Jones – not present)
Dan Kernler asked James Jones when he was willing to transition, and he replied “as soon as
possible”.
Old Business
a.
New website update: Dan Kernler reported that progress has been slow and it’s still early in the
process. He does not have a timeline yet and is frustrated with the contractor. It is a WordPress site
and it the basic/test site can be viewed at imacc.isrv.tech
b.
AMATYC Scholarship –Jeremy McClure received and will be attending

c.
d.

e.

AMATYC Delegates – State: Diane Koenig, Jeremy McClure; Affiliate: Steve Kifowit, Paul
McCombs, Natalie McGathey. Some delegates reported that they had not gotten their packets.
ISMAA Delegate: Keven Hansen has agreed to continue, Steve Kifowit reported that he would like to
and will be more involved with ISMAA. Keven reported that ISMAA is looking to get more 2-year
faculty involved.
Policy and Procedures document: Steve Kifowit has made a few changes to the draft, but does not yet
have it ready for review. Any policy changes since the April meetings have been added to the manual.

VII.

New Business
a.
Conference Registration Wiavers:
Offer 5 again. Target schools that haven’t participated. Diane Koenig agreed that it should be in the
next newsletter. Natalie McGathey recommended that it be mentioned to people when they are
contacted about letting their memberships lapse – note it as a possible benefit of membership. Steve
Kifowit will write something for the newsletter about it.
Kyra Rider made a motion that IMACC provide 5 registration waivers for the conference using
the previously established requirements, including applying by February 1st. In addition if there
are m ore than 5 applications, Sunil Koswatta may choose 5 at random from the applications.
Dan Kernler seconded. Motion carries unanimously.
b.
AMATYC Presidential Scholarship
Steve Kifowit reports that there has only been one submission and he will submit it tomorrow.
c.
April 12-14, 2018 Conference:
It is the same weekend as Mom’s Weekend again, however it doesn’t seem to be an issue any longer.
d.
Future Conference dates
i.
AMATYC: November 9-12, 2017
ii.
ISMAA Tri-Section Meeting at Valparaiso: March 23-24, 2018
iii.
IMACC 2019: April 11-13, IMACC 2020: April 2-4
e.
Institutional membership and voting rights:
Constitution Article IV: Dues are paid by all members or institutions at the rate set by the
Board of Directors. Payment of annual dues qualifies an individual as a voting member. A
member institution may designate one person as a voting member and as a delegate to the
Annual Meeting.
Does this mean voting in elections or in elections and at the annual meeting? We are already using
the person who attends the conference as the institutional registration as the delegate. Does this mean
a member who is also the Institutional Delegate get to cast 2 votes? Please send Steve Kifowit your
thoughts on this matter.
f.
End Friday board meeting?
Steve Kifowit reports that he has received legitimate comments and proposals about doing away with
the Friday night meetings. He stated that the board has been doing a good job of making them shorter.
Suggestions: Maybe do an old and new board meeting on Thursday. Or move the meeting to
Saturday morning since there is value in having a meeting at the conference. Perhaps a standard
adjournment time instead of going on until all work is finished. Or have a Saturday working breakfast
for the board, keeping the meeting to 1.5 hours (maybe move the first session back a little bit), and
only use a Friday night meeting only if necessary, as determined by work and agenda set on
Thursday. It was determined that the Friday meeting would be moved to Saturday during breakfast.

VIII.

Other
a.
Next board meeting: April 12, 2018 at Parkland College, Room X219 (same as last 2 years), from
Noon until 4 or 5 pm. Thanks to Omar Adawi. More details will come later.
b.
IMACC Journal – no discussion.

IX.

Adjournment
Dan Kernler moved to adjourn the meeting, Paul McCombs seconded, the meeting was adjourned at 4:52
pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Amy Frankel
Secretary, IMACC
Attached: Handouts from Kathy Almy’s presentation

