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 I hope you had a great fall semester. I am shocked at how 
fast this semester has gone by. 
 The IMACC board held its fall meeting at Prairie State 
College in October. It was a pleasure to showcase my home 
college, as well as one of my favorite local restaurants, Flossmoor 
Station. A number of important issues were discussed at the board 
meeting. Kathy Almy, an IMACC member who is now a 
mathematics research associate for NIU’s Center for P-20 
Engagement, gave a presentation on the transitional math 
component of the Postsecondary Workforce Readiness (PWR) Act. 
More information can be found in Kathy’s article in this issue of the 
ConneXion. The PWR act’s proposed math policies are now open 
for public comment at http://www2.iccb.org/iltransitionalmath/. 
Please take some time to read and thoughtfully consider the 
policies.
 At the fall board meeting, we also discussed the traditional 
Friday late-night board meeting that occurs during the annual 
IMACC conference. These Friday meetings are well known for 
being short, sweet, efficient, and straight to the point (I’m 
joking!). Let’s just say that the board may find a new time to meet 
during our next conference. I welcome comments and suggestions 
from any who have attended, or been affected by, the Friday night 
meetings.
 Another item from the fall board meeting that I would ike to 
mention is the IMACC website. Dan Kernler (Elgin Community 
College) and Andy Geary (Harper College) have been leading the 
charge to completely redesign the website. Their committee has 
selected a vendor, they have discussed the needs and wants of our 
organization, and the vendor has done some initial work. Progress 
is slow, but we are on our way to a modern website with online 
features for conference registrations and membership renewals. 
Many thanks to Dan, Andy, and the others who have been working 
on this! I also would like to give a huge “Thank you” to James 
Jones (Richland Community College) who has maintained IMACC’s 
website since its launch without ever once complaining (that I 
know of).
 WisMATYC’s conference was recently held at Blackhawk 
Technical College in Janesville, WI. Often scheduled in the 
southern part of Wisconsin, WisMATYC’s annual conference is 
accessible for many of us in northern Illinois, and the drive is
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 President’s Message, continued

definitely worth it. I have attended this conference several 
times, and there is usually a strong Illinois contingent. In fact 
IMACC members are often presenters. Please add the 
WisMATYC conference to your conference to your watch list.
 Diane Koenig and the membership committee sent 
IMACC brochures and membership renewal reminders to all of 
our college contact persons. I hope the reminders were 
passed on to you. Please check you membership status, and 
renew or update your information if needed. Renewals and 
address updates should be sent to the treasurer, Natalie 
McGathey, nmcgathey@prairiestate.edu. For questions and 
updates regarding the college contact list, reach out to Diane 
Koenig, d.koenig@rockvalleycollege.edu. Because we have 
four membership levels (one-year, three-year, five-year, and 
life), IMACC has always had difficulty maintaining up-to-date 
information. Help out by keeping an eye on your own 
membership and that of your college.
 Sunil Koswatta of Harper College is the IMACC president 
elect. He is currently working on preparing the ballot for the 
spring IMACC election. If you are interested in running for a 
position on the IMACC board, or you would like to nominate 
an interested colleague, contact Sunil at 
skoswatt@harpercollege.edu. Voting in the general election is 
held early in the spring semester. Please vote! Voter turnout 
has been rather low for the last couple of years. The ballot is 
a good way to get to know your IMACC colleagues, and 
perhaps it will motivate you to put a face with the name.
 The 2018 annual IMACC conference will be held April 
12-14 at Allerton Park. Consider presenting a breakout 
session or facilitating a panel discussion. Let me know if you 
are interested or have any ideas. 
 And speaking of conferences, it was good to see many of 
you at the AMATYC conference in San Diego. We had a strong 
presence at the Friday morning midwest regional breakfast. 
 Please feel free to contact me at 
skifowit@prairiestate.edu. Enjoy the upcoming season of 
holidays! 

    Steve Kifowit, IMACC President

 

Winter 2018 - January 15
Summer 2018 - April 30
Fall 2018 - October 15
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Black Hawk College    2017

Carl Sandburg College   2018

College of Lake County   2017

Elgin Community College   2017

Harper College    2018

Heartland Community College  2018

Illinois Central College    2017 

John A Logan College     2017

Joliet Junior College    2017

Kankakee Community College  2017

Kishwaukee College     2018

Lake Land College    2016

Lewis & Clark Community College  2018

Lincoln Land Community College  2018

McHenry Community College  2017

Moraine Valley Community College  2017

Morton College    2017

Oakton Community College    2016

Parkland College     2017

Prairie State College    2017

Rend Lake College    2016

Richland Community College   2017

Rock Valley College    2018

Shawnee College    2018

South Suburban College   2018

Southwestern Illinois College  2017

Triton College     2015

Waubonsee Community College  2017

Wilbur Wright College    2015

Institutional Members Cartoon Corner

Send in your Nominations
Consider nominating a deserving student for the 
IMACC Memorial Fund Scholarship (deadline 
March 1), a deserving colleague for the 
Distinguished Service Award or the Excellence in 
Teaching Award (deadlines March 1), or retiring 
members meeting the qualifications for the Life 
Membership Award.  More information about 
these awards can be found at www.imacc.org.

T
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Something to Think About

Upcoming Conferences

AMS/MAA
 
 January 10 - 13, 2018

 San Diego, CA
IMACC
 
 April 12-14, 2018
 
 Monticello, IL
NCTM
 
 April 25 - 28, 2018
 
 Washington, DC
MAA (Math Fest)
August 1 - 4, 2018
 
 Denver, Co
AMATYC 
 
 November 15 - 18, 2018
 Orlando, FL



Member Spotlight
We have added a new feature to The Math ConneXion newsletter, a Member Spotlight. We hope to include this regularly, 
spotlighting a different IMACC member each issue. In this issue the Member Spotlight is on Past President, Roberta Christie, 
of Shawnee Community College.

Roberta Christie
Before settling in Carbondale, Illinois in 1990, Roberta 
Christie lived in many places; New York, Northern 
Illinois, Minnesota, Indiana, Wisconsin, Maryland, Maine, 
and one year in Melbourne, Australia. Ironically, she 
lived in Carbondale when she was a child during the 
time her father earned his doctorate degree from SIYU 
and was on the faculty for a few more years. It was just 
serendipity that brought her back.

 Bemiji, Minnesota was where she obtained her BA 
in mathematics at Bemiji State University, and Madison, 
Wisconsin was where she obtained her MS degree in 
Mathematics Education at UW. If she had planned on 

teaching, she would have majored in English, but just kept taking math classes to keep her options 
open. While starting on masters in mathematics, she fell in love with teaching, so switched to 
mathematics education and has never regretted that decision.

 Roberta taught high school for one year in Prince George’s Country, Maryland. Her husband’s 
post doc at the Smithsonian brought them to the DC area, and his faculty position at Southern Illinois 
University brought them to Southern Illinois. She worked part time at John A Logan until obtaining 
her full time position at Shawnee Community College when her youngest started kindergarten in 
1996.

 Teaching at a small community college is a good fit. She has taught a wide variety of classes 
(usually in the same semester) and started the Quantitative Literacy course at Shawnee, mostly so 
she could teach problem solving. Roberta was awarded Faculty Member of the Year in 2010 and her 
committee assignments have included The College and Career Readiness Committee, the Assessment 
Committee, Presidential Search Committee and still include the Curriculum and Instruction Committee 
and the Scholarship Committee. At the state level, she served on the Developmental Education 
Advisory Committee.

 Throughout the years, she has been a member of ICTM, NCTM, ISMAA, and, of course, IMACC. 
She was a Project NExT Fellow for ISMAA at the same time as Paul McCombs and Keven Hansen. This 
lead to serving on the board for ISMAA from 2002-2005. These contacts ultimately lead to IMACC 
where she was President in 2011 and served on the board from 2007-2012. She still remains a 
member of the Audit Committee, the Curriculum Committee, and the Placement and Assessment 
Committee.

 Roberta has given talks at conferences for ICTM, ISMAA, Expanding New Horizons, and IMACC. 
If you go to IMACC’s Annual Conference at Allerton, you will find her playing card games on Saturday 
night with some of her favorite people in the basement. If she is not at work, or with family and 
friends, you will find her riding her horse and competing in Eventing.



Harper College

Retiree
Judith Sallee retired in January 2017

New Hires
Jackie Chalmers, Cara Mullen, Jeremy Chamberlain, Yelda Aydin-Mullen

No longer teaching at Harper
Mariano Arellano, Diana Lund

Rock Valley College

Retiree
Linda Spears retired from Rock Valley College at the end of the Summer 2017 semester.

No longer teaching at RVC
Kathy Almy took a position as a mathematics research associate for NIU’s Center for P-20 Engagement.

News From IMACC Members

Registration Fee Waiver Opportunity
!
! For the second year in a row, IMACC will be offering five registration fee waivers for 
our annual conference.  These waivers are intended to support current IMACC members who 
wish to attend both days of the annual conference, but whose institutions will not provide 
financial support. Applicants must submit a completed conference registration form (which will 
be available in December or January) along with a signed statement affirming that their 
colleges are not providing adequate financial support. The registration form and the letter 
must be received by the conference coordinator no later than February 15. The five recipients 
will be randomly selected from the applicant pool. 



Curriculum Corner
The Postsecondary Workforce Readiness Act (Public Act 99-0674, HB 5729), or PWR Act, was 

signed into law in July 2016. A major component of the law relates to transitional math 
courses, which are courses for seniors in high schools. Here are some key points:

• The structure of the work is based on a statewide panel and subcommittees for each 
pathway. The subcommittees are only comprised of high school and college math 
faculty. The statewide panel determines policies related to entrance, rigor, and 
portability for the course. It is comprised of agency personnel, faculty, administrators, 
and policy makers for both high school and college levels. 

• There are 3 pathways (STEM, Quantitative Literacy/Statistics, and Technical Math) that a 
high school junior will pick from based on the student’s college plans. This is aligned to 
the PaCE Framework (also a part of the PWR Act) adopted by the state agencies this 
spring. A graphic is included to help explain these math pathways and their guaranteed 
portability. That facet is the most important part in that students who are successful 
with a C or better in the high school course get guaranteed placement at any Illinois 
community college in the outcome course(s) of their path.

o QL/Stats – This subcommittee started from the PMGE course from the IMACC 
articulation guide. The main difference between this transitional math course and 
PMGE is that there will be guaranteed portability to other colleges. 

o STEM – This subcommittee has engaged in discussions about the role of College 
Algebra and which majors require it and which don’t and why.  These 
competencies will lead to College Algebra and be intended for students interested 
in STEM careers.

o Tech Math – This subcommittee has considered two key issues related to the 
need for courses to be highly contextualized within a particular career pathway. 
The first issue is that the courses will be for students to meet the math 
expectations as they progress through a specific career pathway and so the 
courses will not be as transferable across different careers.  The second issue is 
that the actual courses will need to be very different for different technical areas. 
The mathematical competencies might be the same but the course experience will 
be different. 

• There will be content competencies and process competencies that define the 
expectations of the course.

• The default course if a student doesn’t know their postsecondary plan is QL/Statistics.
• Even if the competencies sound similar to courses already provided in developmental 

education sequences, the courses themselves will have the content highly 
contextualized to careers within those categories.

• While implementation will be the responsibility of the state agencies, the law 
emphasizes that it is the local high schools and community college that co-develop the 
actual course.

• Four-year institutions are being included in these discussions to encourage acceptance 
of the placement.

The statewide panel met in August and October to get an update on the subcommittee 
competency work and work on policy issues. The panel has reviewed the competencies and 
policies going out for public comment. After commenting is over, the statewide panel will 
reconvene in January to discuss changes to be made. The competencies and policies will go to 
the state agencies, ISBE and ICCB, to be voted on in the spring.
Public commenting:
Public commenting on the competencies and policies is from October 23 to December 31, 
2017. http://www2.iccb.org/iltransitionalmath/   Submitted by: Kathy Almy kalmy@niu.edu

http://www2.iccb.org/iltransitionalmath/
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Looking for some totally cool IMACC wear? 

It's not too late!  

Golf shirt (polo) and hoodie orders will be taken until December 31. 

Last chance until 2018 conference! 

 

Polo shirts are Nike Dry Fit. (Ladies’ sizes seem to run small, so you may want to order a size 

larger than usual.)  Please specify men’s or women’s style/cut along with your size. 

 

Zip up hoodies are a heavy quality and sizes run large.  Hoodie sizes are unisex. 

 

Please email your order (quantity of each and size) to Linda Blanco at lblanco@jjc.edu prior to 

December 31.  When I am sure we have a big enough order, I will let you know where to send 

the check made out to IMACC (and if a shipping fee will apply.) Polos are $45 each, hoodies 

$40. 

I will place the order on December 31, so please do not delay! 

We will not be taking orders again until next year. 

mailto:lblanco@jjc.edu


IMACC Individual Membership 
Form 2017 - 2018

Name:

Home Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone:

School:

School Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone:

To which address would you like correspondence sent? Home School

Email:

Do you wish your name distributed with the IMACC database? Yes No

Would you like to receive The Math ConneXion electronically? Yes No

Membership Fees: 1 Year: $15.00 3 Years: $40.00 5 Years: $65.00

An email will be sent to you notifying you when the ConneXion is available.
You may then visit the IMACC website and read or print the latest issue.

Membership
Fee

Scholarship
Contribution

+
Total

Enclosed

=

Please make checks payable to: IMACC

Mail to: IMACC
c/o Natalie McGathey
Prairie State College 
202 S Halsted St 
Chicago Heights, IL 60411

ext.

IMACC's membership year begins July 1 and ends June 30.  You may check your current membership status at
the IMACC website http://www.imacc.org/ or by looking at the printed label on your The Math ConneXion.



 
 

INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIP FORM 
2016 – 2017* 

*  IMACC’s membership year begins July 1, 2016 and ends June 30, 2017.  Annual dues must be paid by March 1, 2017 in order to 
receive the complimentary conference registration for the institutional representative. 

 
 INVOICE 201617  AMOUNT DUE: $350.00  
 
 (IMACC Tax I.D. #: 371127733)  ENTER AMOUNT:___________________ 
 
 DATE: __________ 
 
 SIGNED: ___________________________________________   TITLE:  __________________ 
 

Make check payable to IMACC IMACC Institutional Members may send 
one institutional representative to the 
annual IMACC meeting free of charge 
(not including transportation.) 

c/o Natalie McGathey 
Prairie State College 
202 S. Halsted St. 
Chicago Heights, IL 60411 
 

 
PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION 

 
 
 
Institution_________________________________ 
 
Address___________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________ 
 
City  _____________   State ____   Zip _________ 
 
Phone ____________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

President __________________________________ 
 
Vice-President 
or Dean of 
Academic Affairs ___________________________ 
 
Contact Person Information: 
 
Title and Name _____________________________ 
 
Phone ____________________________________ 
 
E-mail ____________________________________ 

 



Officers

President    President-Elect  Past-President   
Steve Kifowit    Sunil Koswatta   Paul McCombs
Prairie State College   Harper College   Rock Valley College
202 South Halsted St   1200 W Algonquin Rd  3301 N Mulford Rd
Chicago Heights, IL 60411  Palatine, IL 60067-7398  Rockford, IL 61114
(708) 709-3954    (847) 925-6445   (815) 921-3517

Secretary    Treasurer     
Amy Frankel    Natalie McCathey   
Waubonsee Community College  Prairie State College   
Route 47 at Waubonsee Dr  202 South Halsted St  
Sugar Grove, IL 60554   Chicago Heights, IL  60411  
(630) 466-7900    (708) 709-2940

Board of Directors
2015-2018
Laurel Cutright    Chris Riola   Jennifer Watkins
Olney Central College   Moraine Valley CC  John A Logan College
305 N West St    10900 S 88th Ave  700 Logan College Rd
Olney, IL 62450    Palos Hills, IL 60465  Carterville, IL 62918
(618) 395-7777 ext 2234   (708) 974-5765   (618) 985-3741 ext. 8460

 2016-2019
Donna Carlson    Jeremy McClure   Dan Kernler
College of Lake County   Heartland CC   Elgin Community College
19351 W Washington St   1500 W Raab Rd  1700 Spartan Dr
Grayslake, IL 60030   Normal, IL 61761  Elgin, IL 60123
(847) 543-2900     (309) 268-8655    (847) 214-7503 

2017-2020
Linda Blanco    Kim Martin   Kyra Rider
Joliet Junior College   Southeastern Illinois College Kishwaukee College
1215 Houbolt Rd   3575 College Rd   21193 Malta Rd
Joliet, IL 60431    Harrisburg, IL 62946  Malta, IL 60150
(815) 280-2812    (618) 252-5400 ext. 2222  (815) 825-2086 ext. 5340 

IMACC Leadership 2017-2018



Committees

Audit
Roberta Christie    Sunil Koswatta   
Shawnee Community College    
8364 Shawnee College Rd    
Ullin, IL 62992      
(618) 634-3328    

Awards
Deanna Welsch    Tracey Hoy, College of Lake County   
Illinois Central College   Kim Martin, Southeastern   
One College Dr    Diane Martling, Harper 
East Peoria, IL 61635   Paul McCombs, Rock Valley College  
(309) 694-5379     

Budget
Natalie McGathey   Steve Kifowit, Prairie State   
Prairie State College   Rodger Hergert, Rock Valley College   
202 South Halsted St   
Chicago Heights, IL 60411   
(708) 709-2940  

Communications
Diane Koenig, Math ConneXion Editor James Jones, Webmaster  Andy Geary, Social Media
Rock Valley College   Richland Community College Harper College
3301 Mulford Rd   One College Park  1200 W Algonquin Rd
Rockford, IL 61114   Decatur, IL 62521  Palatine, IL 60067-7398
(815) 921-3516    (217) 875-7211 ext. 490  (847) 925-6526

Kyra Rider, Social Media   Deanna Welsh, Social Media Scott Elliott, Discussion Forums
Kishwaukee College   Illinois Central College  John A Logan College
21193 Malta Rd    One College Dr   700 Logan College Rd
Malta, IL 60150    East Peoria, IL 61635  Carterville, IL 62918
(815) 825-2086, ext. 5340   (309)694-5379   (618) 985-3741, ext. 8394

Conference
Rodger Hergert, Publishers  Sunil Koswatta, Coordinator 
Rock Valley College   Harper College 
3301 Mulford Rd   1200 W Algonquin Rd 
Rockford, IL 61114   Palatine, IL 60067-7398
(815) 921-3514    (847) 925-6445 



Constitution/Bylaws
Paul McCombs,         Rodger Hergert, Historian
Past President and Keeper of the Constitution/Bylaws   Rock Valley College
Rock Valley College    
3301 Mulford Rd    
Rockford, IL 61114   
(815) 921-3517    
 

Curriculum
Keven Hansen    Kathy Almy, Rock Valley College
Southwestern Illinois College  Abby Bailey, Elgin Community College
2500 Carlyle Ave   Linda Blanco, Joliet Junior College
Belleville, IL 62221   Michael Caparula, Kankakee Community College
(618) 235-2700 ext. 5611   Bob Cappetta, University of Illinois at Chicago
     Serpil Caputlu, Triton College
     Donna Carlson, College of Lake County
     Roberta Christie, Shawnee Community College
     Tracey Hoy, College of Lake County
     Dan Kernler, Elgin Community College
     Jeremy McClure, Heartland Community College
     David Miller, Black Hawk Community College
     Briana Mills, Black Hawk Community College
     Dawn Peterson, Illinois Central College
     Tom Pulver, Waubonsee Community College
     Fred Siegeltuch, City of Chicago Community College
     Tina Swiniarske, Triton College
     Kelly Thannum, Illinois Central College
     Jennifer Watkins, John A Logan College

Historian
Rodger Hergert  
Rock Valley College    
3301 Mulford Rd    
Rockford, IL 61114   
(815) 921-3514 
 

Membership
Diane Koenig    Laurie Hoecherl, Kishwaukee College
Rock Valley College   Kathleen LaBeau, Harper Community College
3301 Mulford Rd   Christian J. Roldan-Johnson, College of Lake County
Rockford, IL 61114   Patrick Sugrue, Rock Valley College
(815) 921-3516    Deanna Welsch, Illinois Central College



Memorial Fund Scholarship
Angie Gum    Kenneth Beynon, Elgin Community College
Lincoln Land Community College  Diane Koenig, Rock Valley College
5250 Shepherd Road, Box 19256  Tony Paris, Sandburg
Springfield, IL 62794-9256     
(217) 786-4928

Nominations/Elections
Sunil Koswatta    Paul McCombs, Rock Valley College
Harper College    Steve Kifowit, Prairie State College
1200 W Algonquin Rd   
Palatine, IL 60067-7398     
(847) 925-6445

Parliamentarian
Jon Odell
Richland Community College
One College Park  
Decatur, IL 62521     
(217) 875-7211 ext. 486

Placement and Assessment
Mary Beth Beno    Roberta Christie, Shawnee Community College
South Suburban College   Diane Grzeczka, South Suburban College
15800 State St    Keven Hansen, Southwestern Illinois College
South Holland, IL 60473   John Jackson, Olive-Harvey 
(708) 596-2000 ext. 2333   Tom Pulver, Waubonsee Community College
     Kelly Thannum, Illinois Central College

Program
Steve Kifowit    Paul McCombs, Rock Valley College   
Prairie State College   Sunil Koswatta, Harper Community College   
202 South Halsted St   
Chicago Heights, IL 60411  
(708) 709-3954 



Diane Koenig, Editor 

The Math ConneXion 

Rock Valley College 

3301 N Mulford Rd 

Rockford IL  61114 
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