44th Annual Conference
April 11 – 13, 2019
Allerton House, Monticello

Conference Program
Thursday, April 11
6:00 PM onwards: Check-in, Pick up folders, Social time (Gallery and Solarium)

Friday, April 12
7:00 AM – 8:00 AM: Breakfast (Dining Room)
8:00 AM – 8:15 AM: Welcome and Announcements (Library)
8:15 AM – 9:30 AM: General Session (Library)
"Andrew Hacker, CCSSM, and Mathematics Teaching in Community Colleges."
Hung-Hsi Wu

We must extend the spirit of CCSSM into the teaching of mathematics in community colleges
because the welfare of our society in the hi-tech era and the future of democracy depend on the
ability of the average citizen to do critical thinking. Replacing algebra and abstract thinking with
data is therefore self-defeating.

9:40 AM – 10:40 AM: Concurrent Sessions (Continued on next page)
"Transitional Math: A Discussion" (Library)
Keven Hansen (36th president of IMACC)

Take a few moments to share your successes, your frustrations, and your fears about Transitional
Math. We’ll try to help with information, resources, and support. The Curriculum Committee
would like to learn about your experience and how we can assist!

"So You See" – No They Don’t (Butternut Room)
Cindy Johnson

A brief presentation on my experience of facing the challenges of teaching highly visual topics
such as graphing and matrices to visually challenged students. Then a participant discussion of
how to address the learning outcomes for such topics as well as adapting the learning experience
to enhance student learning for all students.

"Literature’s Impact on Pre-Service Elementary Teachers" (Pine Room)
Abigail Bailey

In a series of three semesters, I have assigned my pre-service teachers an increasing amount of
research article reading pertinent to teaching mathematics. This session is designed to discuss
relevance of articles and their impact on preparing constructive mathematical disposition of
future elementary school teachers.

"Precalculus—What is Really Necessary" (Main Basement)
Robert Cappetta (38th president of IMACC)

As a long-time calculus teacher who has recently been teaching precalculus, I want to discuss
which topics are really important.

"Reflections on College Math of the Past 50 ± 10 years" (Oak Room)
George Dorner and Dom Magno (23rd president of IMACC)

Two long-retired IMACC members share memories, opinions, and some humor as they reflect on
their careers.

10:40 AM – 11:00 AM: Coffee/Tea Break, Exhibits (Gallery and Solarium)
11:00 AM – 12:00 PM: Concurrent Sessions
"Transitional Math: Updates on Implementation" (Library)
Kathleen Almy

The PWR Act’s transitional math is being implemented at scale throughout Illinois. Attendees of
this session will receive state-level updates as well as information on local implementations.

"Placement into Calculus Courses Round Table" (Birds of a Feather)
(Main Basement)
Omar Adawi (39th president of IMACC), Hung-Hsi Wu, Larry Braden, William McCallum

The session will offer the opportunity to discuss the various assessment procedures used to place
students into calculus courses at community colleges in Illinois.

"Math Literacy (PMGE) as an Online Course" (Butternut Room)
Erin Wilding-Martin

This presentation will describe a PMGE online course offered at Parkland. Strategies and
resources will be shared for maintaining a collaborative and investigative classroom environment
in an online setting, with ideas for implementing Excel assignments and group projects.

"Reflections on College Math of the Past 50 ± 10 years" (Oak Room)
George Dorner and Dom Magno (23rd president of IMACC)

Two long-retired IMACC members share memories, opinions, and some humor as they reflect on
their careers.

12:00 PM – 1:00 PM: Lunch (Dining Room)
1:00 PM – 2:00 PM: Park Activities, Exhibits (Allerton Park, Gallery and Solarium)
2:00 PM – 3:00 PM: General Session (Library)
"Do All High School Students Need to Take Algebra II?"
William McCallum

The answer to the title question is either obviously yes, or obviously no, depending on your goals
and purposes. In this talk we will discuss various different goals and purposes, and also various
different incarnations of Algebra II that might meet those goals and purposes.

3:00 PM – 3:20 PM: Coffee/Tea Break, Exhibits (Gallery and Solarium)
3:20 PM – 4:20 PM: Concurrent Sessions (Continued on next page)
"Proposed Legislation on Placement and Remediation" (Library)
Chris Appuhn
Women Employed and the Partnership for College Completion proposed a “remediation reform
bill” that would mandate multiple-measures placement and co-requisite remediation for all
community colleges and public universities in Illinois. We will review the details of the proposed
bill, we will address how IMACC has responded, and we will discuss the steps IMACC can take
from here.

"Using Social Media Apps to Improve Communication and Engagement"
(Butternut Room)
Kimberley McHale

Attendees will leave with the knowledge of using phone/computer apps that allow students to
communicate with one another as well as the instructor. Two apps will be compared with
strengths and weaknesses. Faculty will be able to use this immediately in any course. This is a tool
for faculty to employ interdependence in students allowing faculty and students to talk and write
about math.

"Transitional Math Strategies and Accelerated Learning thru iLaunch with Triton
College" (Main Basement)
Tuan Dean and Tina Mote

Learn from Triton College faculty members Tuan Dean and Tina Mote on successful strategies for
Transitional Math and how they have used ALEKS in an Accelerated Learning course called iLaunch.

"Reflections on College Math of the Past 50 ± 10 years" (Oak Room)
George Dorner and Dom Magno (23rd president of IMACC)

Two long-retired IMACC members share memories, opinions, and some humor as they reflect on
their careers.

4:30 PM – 5:30 PM: Committee Meetings, Audit, Exhibits, Social Time
(Gallery and Solarium)

5:40 PM – 6:50 PM: Dinner and Awards (Dining Room)
7:00 PM – 8:00 PM: General Session (Library)
"A Series of Quick Derivations of Facts from Physics and Number Theory,
Significant, but Generally Not Found in the Textbooks"
Larry Braden
This will be a series of quick derivations of facts from physics and number theory, significant but generally
not to be found in the usual textbooks.

8:00 PM onwards: Fun Activities (Continued on next page)
(A nominal donation to the Scholarship Fund is encouraged.)
"Game Theory Seminar" (Solarium)
Game theory is the study of mathematical models of strategic interaction between rational decisionmakers. It has applications in all fields of social science, as well as in logic. Originally, it addressed zerosum games, in which one person's gains result in losses for the other participants.

Facilitator: Kimberley Polly

"Big Data Algorithms Seminar" (Oak Room)
Current usage of the term big data tends to refer to the use of predictive analytics, user behavior
analytics or certain other advanced data analytics methods that extract value from data, and seldom to a
particular size of data set.

Facilitator: Steve Kifowit (43rd president of IMACC)

"Music Noise Analysis Seminar" (Butternut Room)
Richard Voss and John Clarke from UC Berkeley devised a method to study the noise in electronic devices.
For the fun of it, they applied their method to different types of music. Surprisingly, they found that
different types of music—Western, Eastern, blues, Jazz, or classical—all have a common pattern: the
amount of variation decreases with the inverse of the frequency.

Facilitator: Greg Wheaton

"Many-Body Particle Collisions Analysis Seminar" (Main Basement)
A collision is the event in which two or more bodies exert forces on each other in about a relatively short
time. Although the most common use of the word collision refers to incidents in which two or more
objects collide with great force, the scientific use of the term implies nothing about the magnitude of the
force.

Facilitator: Rodger Hergert (35th president of IMACC)

"Bridge Construction Analysis Seminar" (Gallery)
It has been documented that learning the game of bridge improves many students’ performance in
standardized testing. Students also learn logic and inferential reasoning, both valuable skills in all aspects
of learning. In addition many bridge players who learned at a young age have commented on their
concentration skills being honed, which resulted in their ability to remain focused in the classroom and in
testing situations.

Facilitator: Sunil Koswatta

8:00 PM onwards: Not-So-Fun Activities
(A substantial donation to the Scholarship Fund is encouraged.)
"Grading Papers" (Basement Brick Room)
We would like to “charge” a substantial amount for this activity. You can avoid paying this fee by engaging
in this activity in your own room.

No Facilitators

Saturday, April 13
7:00 AM – 8:20 AM: Breakfast (Dining Room)
7:00 AM – 8:20 AM: Board Meeting (Sun Porch)
8:30 AM – 9:20 AM: IMACC Business Meeting , Pass the gavel (Library)
9:20 AM – 10:20 AM: General Session (Library)
"ICCB and the State of Math in Illinois"
Marcus Brown
10:20 AM – 10:40 AM: Coffee/Tea Break, Exhibits (Gallery and Solarium)

10:40 AM – 11:40 AM: Concurrent Sessions
"Some Insightful Examples for Algebra, Trigonometry, and Calculus" (Library)
Jim Trefzger (13th president of IMACC)
Students often request more examples. Try out a few of these! Topics will include Properties of
Exponents and Logarithms, Radicals and Fractional Exponents, Trig Identities, the Law of Sines,
and the Tangent function as a slope finder. Some miscellaneous calculus problems will also be
included.

"The Power of Student Leadership" (Pine Room)
Rob Belin

This session will provide a framework for implementing student leadership roles in your
classroom that will significantly impact collaboration and depth of knowledge in any mathematics
class. Within your leadership framework, you will be able to maximize your instructional
effectiveness as you learn to lean into your student leaders which will provide a plethora of
academic opportunities. This implementation methodology may change the way you teach
forever.

"Global Infusion Through Statistics" (Butternut Room)
Lori Jones

Inspire students to be curious about the world through exposure to global content. Empower
students to research their questions. Demonstrate using student work on a series of projects
based on data from gapminder.org posted on discussion.

"Department Chair and Lead Faculty Round Table" (Basement Brick Room)
Keven Hansen (36th president of IMACC)
All are welcome to learn about news from around the state affecting community college math
departments. Key topics will include new placement systems and requirements, Transitional
Math, and dual credit. If you have a question or concern to share with colleagues, come join us!

"A discussion of Assessment Practices" (Main Basement)
William T. Michels

The purpose of this session is to discuss where math departments are in their assessment process
and planning. Discussion may include the assessment practices at various institutions, how
institutions and departments use the data that they collect in decision making, and how can we
help each other improve.

11:40 AM – 12:00 PM: Closing Remarks, announcement of the winner of the
IMACC competition and the Raffle (Library)
12:00 PM – 1:00 PM: Lunch (Dining Room)

Conference Hall Floor Plan
Gallery – Registration Tables / exhibitors tables/Raffle Table
Library – Set for 130 theatre style with screen and projector
Oak Room – Default set-up with projector and screen
Pine Room – Theatre style for 25 with projector and screen
Butternut Room – Theatre style for 25 with projector and screen
Main Basement – Theater style for 50 with projector and screen
Basement Brick Room – Default set-up with projector and screen
Sun Porch – Overflow for meals / board meeting Saturday morning

